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Retail Trade in June 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method of compiling the statistics * have been omitted. 

The main point to note is that the majority of the schedules 
for June required some correction for differences in the number 
of selling days, the Whitsuntide holiday falling in June in 1943 
and in May in 1944, with the result that the calendar month 
contained one more selling day this year than last. 


THE EFFECTS OF FLYING BOMBS ON LONDON SALES 


Sales in the second half of June were greatly affected by the 
enemy’s campaign of flying bombs directed against London. This 
influenced both the index numbers and the percentage compari- 
sons with June 1943, and it seems more convenient to deal 
comprehensively with this factor in a separate section. 

In the first place it should be noted that the effect on ordinary 
food sales in June was relatively slight. The index number for 
food and perishables in Suburban London was 6 points higher 
than the average for the previous twelve months, as compared 
with a rise of 7 points for the country as a whole; similarly the 
increase compared with June 1943 was little smaller in Suburban 
London than for the whole country. Admittedly Central London 
showed declines, compared both with the previous average and 
with June 1943, but food sales in that area are relatively small, 
and consist to a substantial extent of café and restaurant trade, 
It may fairly be concluded that so far as June was concerned 
evacuation was too small, and too late in the month, to make 
much difterence to the number of ordinary consumers in London, 
and that routine purchases were continued as usual. 

In the field of non-food merchandise, however, both areas show 
substantial falls, applying to nearly all categories—the only real 
exception being a rise of over 40 per cent. compared with a 
year ago in Suburban sales of sports and travel goods, which 
may be attributed to preparations for evacuation. For 





* See, for example, Board of Trade Journal of 8th April 1944 
(page 133). 


non-food merchandise as a whole and the main groups the 
falls from the average of the preceding twelve months were as 
follows, comparative figures for the North-West being given as 
a rough measure of the movement in the Provinces :— 


Percentage Fall in Sales: June Compared with 
Previous Average 





Suburban 
London 


Central 
Category London 


nm 29 | 





|i 
24 
13 


Non-food merchandise 
Apparel 


ver 28 
Household goods ... 


31 
| 











Comparison with June 1943 shows a similar contrast, the two 
London areas recording falls of 17 per cent. and 11 per cent. for 
non-food merchandise as a whole, whereas all the Provincial 
districts showed increases. 

It is of course thoroughly understandable that there should be 
these declines in the public’s purchases of goods for which the 
need is not immediate, as it is with food; also that Central 
London should on the whole fare werse than the suburbs, since 
its sales are more dependent on people’s willingness to travel. 
The extent of the tall is rather remarkable, however, seeing that 
the campaign really only began in the second half of the month : 
it may prove that the initial tendency to postpone purchases had 
more effect on sales than will the continuing operation of a 
factor to which people have become more accustomed, but it 
seems more likely that evacuation and the fact that bombs 
were coming over from the beginning of the month will produce 
a bigger influence on the July figures than was shown in June. 

In considering the national figures for non-food merchandise, 
whether the index’numbers or the percentage comparisons, it 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales— June 1944 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 


The figures in stalice are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months 
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| 
| Scotland 


London— 
Jentral 
and West 
End 


Midlands 
and 
South 
Wales 


Total, 
Great 
Britain { 


South 
of | 
England | 








97 
104 (97) 


89 
95 (93) 


Non-food merchandise 94 
98 (94) 
Of which :— 


Apparel § 85 


102 (92) 


97 85 
99 (93) 95 (90) 
84 
88 (86) 


79 
79 (82) 


Household goods ||... 85 
92 (88) 
114 
109 (105) 


114 
107 (105) 


111 


Food and perishables 
108 (105) 


86 
99 (96) 


72 


102 (102) 


85 
99 (93) 


84 
97 (95) 


82 
100 (93) 


80 
97 (93) 


76 


111 (105) 


69 
97 (91) 


79 

96 (88) 
61 

86 (88) 


80 
89 (88) 


89 
91 (91) 


80 
95 (92) 


88 
94 (87) 
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111 (104) 


115 
121 (109) 


101 
115 (110) 
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107 (100) 


110 
110 (103) 
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101 (99) 


107 (102) 


104 
103 (101) 


Total Sales... 














| 
| 
| 
| 102 
113 (104) 


101 
1065 (101) 


79 
106 (104) 


101 98 
105 (99) 103 (98) | 








$¢ Including unallocated sales. 


-§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shces. 


| 
| 
nea 
| 
\ 





|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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should be remembered that London sales are probably over- for either apparel or household goods, and the same is true of two us 
weighted in the sample. districts (North East and North West). This is because sales of ool 
the remaining categories, of which fancy departments is much th 
INDEX NUMBERS * the largest, were much higher in comparison with the base year als 
AvERAGE Datty SALES IN 1942 = 100 than those of either apparel or household goods. 7 
Apparel. Some further decline in apparel sales below the May Food and Perishables. The food and perishables index for the 19 
level was foreshadowed in last month's article, owing to the country as a whole remained unchanged from May. There was ho 
progressive exhaustion of the public’s coupons. In the event, jittle or no difference from that month in the Midlands and int 
the Provincial districts recorded declines ranging from 2 points South Wales and in the South of England ; there were increases an 
in Scotland to 17 in each of three districts ; the London areas jn the other provincial districts, and decreases in both areas of Th 
naturally showed bigger ones, that for Central London being as) Jondon. In comparison with the previous twelve months only in 
much as 35 points. Sales in the Provinces were not, however, a8 — Central and West End London showed a decline, and the national 
far below the previous average as might have been expected in index rose by 7 points. m« 
the fifth month of a coupon period—a further piece of evidence an 
that coupons are being used more steadily. Total Sales. The index for total sales, 101, was about 4 per pel 
Contrary to the usual tendency, the average amount spent per cent, lower than in May and identical with the previous twelve th 
coupon fell somewhat in June compared with May, despite the months’ average. |The movement on the month did not exceed su 
lower level of sales. It remained, however, at a relatively high 5 per cent. in any provincial area. A fall of 253 per cent. was wi 
level—higher than in any month before July 1943. recorded for Central and West End London and one of 10 per int 
cent. for the Suburban district. uN 
Household Goods. In the Provinces the index numbers for in 
June were all close to the average for the previous twelve months, by 
though generally rather below the May level; essentially they COMPARISON WITH TWELVE MONTHS EARLIER for 
reflect the tendency of sales to become more stable, owing to a eT ; 2 , a . m¢ 
greater stability of supplies. The two London areas, however, Dai y sales in June were 3°3 per cent. higher in 1944 than in tal 
and especially Central London, showed substantial falls, and the 1943, this increase being roughly the same as that recorded for ho 
importance of London in the sample was sufficient to bring’ the April but less than half the size of any of the increases for the a 


other three months of the current trading year. The provincial 
figures show that therise would have been somewhat higher had 
sales in London not suffered in the latter half of the month from 
renewed enemy air activity. The drop recorded for unallocated Sa 
sales is only partly attributable to the same cause ; apart from 


index for Great Britain roughly 10 per cent. below both the 
previous average and the May figure. 


Non-food Merchandise as a Whole. Sales declined from 99 in 
May to 86 in June, a smaller decrease than that recorded for 



















































































































. . . co 
apparel though larger than for household goods. District move- food (which showed an increase) such sales consist largely of na 
ments were roughly in accordance with the changes in the boots and shoes, the fall in which was general, judging from 9. 
subsidiary index numbers. It will be seen that the index number . allocated sales, and by no means confined to the southern part Ne 
for non-food merchandise as a whole is significantly higher than of the country. sel 

* The met hod by’which these index numbers are constructed was Foods and Perishables. Sales in this division of merchandise 
described in Board of Trade Journal of Ist April 1944 (page 124). amounted to approximately 63 per cent. of the value of all sales 5s 
in 
Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago W 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) ve 
| SALES (onan aniinaadeied daily basis) Srocms “ 
: = ean py art || Feb- | At end of sh 
| rt ’ rend a ae | June June pr 
Class of merchandise | ’ | | th 
Midlands} South | London- | London- Total, || T'otal, Total, Wi 
Scotland | North | North and | of | Central | Sub- Unal- Great | Great Great bo 
East West | South | | England | }and West} urban | located*| Britain | Britain | Britain in 
| | Wales | End | 1 
Food and perishables :— | | ake all 
Grocery, provisions and | | | | | wi 
bakery ... ne: we | + 5&1 | + 61) + 63) + 3-2] 4+ 5-9 + 3-4 | + 62 5-2 | — —_ a 
Café and restaurant ...| — 3-7 69] — 11] + 89 | + 21] — 79 | + 16-6 + 1:2 | — 
Other (including tobacco) | + 10-3 3-6 5-9 + 4-8 | 0-6 | = 4:7 | 3-2 - 28 | -- = 
— — — — --— —_———————— — | a -_ = - . 
Total—Food and perishables}|/ + 6-1 | 55) + 52 38 | 4-7 | 22/4 30/4191 + 45 | + 62 | +110 te 
i | | | : 
Non-food merchandise :— | | | l ou 
Piece-goods t | +136 | 4+ 69] + 65] + 13-0 16 | — 106 12-9 + Ll || + 90] — 83 W 
(i) Household goods | + 81 | +129) + 06] + 12-5 + 0-7 20-7 | — 23-4 - 66 || + 0-8 + 18-0 m 
(ii) Dress materials ... 11-9 +114) + 78) +210] + 1-4 4:3 | — 25-7 + 16 + 13:0 21-0 pr 
ar 
Women’s wear f ... +165 | + 64] +4 72] + 81] + 3-0] — 163 5-9 + 29 | +166] — 156 wl 
(i) Fashion ... + 22-4 | +156) + 166/ +118 + 77 - 12-9 — 24 + 68 + 26:2 — 13-5 ex 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s -+ 20-7 | — 68} — 10] + 10-2 + 3-2 - 10-0 + 42 + 16 + 18-8 + 47 Q, 
(iii) Fanoy drapery +114 /+ 52/4 30) + 40] + 97 — 21-5 11-9 16 + 9-4 — 78 si 
Men’s and boys’ wear +173) + 92) +104] + 128 + 90 13-6 — 60 Bs + 75 + 23-2 — 10-9 ret 
Bootes and shoes ... | — 43 | - 11-9] — 146) —112 | —13-3 | —32-8 | — 26-8 | — 21-0 16-2 - 08 | + 55 Tl 
Furnishing departments... — 46/+ 38/4 41] + 26 — 08 — 21-5 10-4 gk — 6:2 — 8&8 — 68 
Hardware = 08 | + 81] +107) +188 | + 6-5 — 24-4 8-8 sek + 2:2 + 1:2 — 11-4 
Fancy departments + 08 | + 16) 4+ 49) +134 | +116] —127 | — &2 | + 03] + 146 + 17) — 126 
Sports and travel — 64 | +138] + 158 fos 1-0 + 47-9 — 24-4 + 40-7 Sea 4+ 45 + 13-6 + 10 
isc. and unspecified + 49 | +276) 4 8-7 i+ a6 — 09 — 120 - 18-4 as + 91 + 52 12-9 
Total—Non-food merchandise) + 6-1 | + 99/| + 3-9 | + 62) + 29) —170 | —111 | — 62] + 1-4 + 7-7 | — 110 
TOTAL saLEs—June + 61] | + 71 | + 4-7 | + 44/4 42 — 128 04) — 37) + 33 
February—June | Di 
Food and perishables + 66) + 6014+ 78| + 48] + 67) + 85] + 70 + 62 . 
Non-food merchandise + 75 |+103| + 82| + 95 | 4 92) 4+ 30] + 49 4+ 77 .. 
Tooleales.. ... ..| + 63/4 77/4 80! + 63 | + 6-9 | + 46] + 6-4 + 68 - 
| 
TotaL stooxs—June ...| — 6-9 | — 11-9] —105] —120 | — 14-0 — 11-0 | — 92 ns | — 9-4 
| | , | 
* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales could not be allocated. t Including a substantial quantity of goods for 


which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
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used in computing the June total and showed a rise of 4:5 per 
cent. over June 1943. This advance was not only much smaller 
than the exceptional rise of 9-3 per cent. recorded in May but 
also less than any recorded since January. The relatively high 
figure for May and the low one for June result from the incidence 
of the Whitsun holiday, which occurred in June 1943 but in May 
1944. The figures relate to sales per working day, and when a 
holiday occurs the month’s purchases have to be concentrated 
into a smaller number of days. The only decrease was in Central 
and West End London, and is due to factors mentioned above. 
The distribution of unallocated sales would cause little alteration 
in the tabulated district figures. 

At the request of some of the retailers concerned, the table this 
month contains separate comparisons for groceries, provisions 
and bakery, for cafés and restaurants, and for other food and 
perishables, which includes sweets and tobacco.* The majority, 
though not all, of the food and perishables sales reported are now 
subdivided between these categories, and these additional figures 
will continue to be tabulated in future. Since corresponding 
information is lacking for the period February-May, no cumula- 
tive comparisons can be given. In June the increase was marked 
in groceries, provisions and bakery, the section most stimulated 
by ration changes. The fall in Central and West End London 
food sales was mainly due to a decline in café and restaurant 
meals, caused by a reduction in visits to the West End for enter- 
tainments or shopping. ‘The movement in the reverse direction is, 
however, marked in Suburban London—an increase of 16-6 per 
cent.—but this sub-category is much less important in that area. 


Non-food Merchandise. Sales of merchandise other than food 
rose by 1-4 per cent. on the whole, this small change resulting 
from a wide range of district movements. There was a sharp 
contraction in London, 17-0 per cent. in the West End and 11-1 per 
cent. in the Suburban area. Increases elsewhere varied from 
2-9 per cent. in the South of England to 9-9 per cent. in the 
North East. The fall in unallocated sales does not imply any 
serious bias in the district figures. 


Apparel. The number of coupons reported to the Bank was 
5-6 per cent. less than in June 1943. The number rose appreciably 
in Scotland (7:5 per cent.) and slightly in the Midlands and South 
Wales. There was a sharp fall in London, 16-4 per cent. in the 
Central and West End area and 11-1 per cent. in the suburbs. 
The amount spent per coupon was about 2 per cent. higher than 
a year ago. 

Once again there was a marked contrast between boots and 
shoes and the other three apparel categories. Factors noted in 
previous articles have restricted the demand for footwear so 
that sales in June were 16-2 per cent. lower than a year ago, 
with every district showing a significant fall. Sales of men’s and 
boys’ wear, on the other hand, rose by 7-5 per cent., those of 
women’s wear by 2-9 per cent. and those of dress materials by 
1-6 per cent., and for each of these three the provincial districts 
all showed rises. As in previous months this year, the shops 
which report sales in the subdivisions of women’s wear showed 
a greater rise in the fashion section, which covers all outerwear. 


Household Goods. 'There was a small increase of 2-2 per cent. 
in hardware sales, district figures varying from the outstanding 
fall of 24-4 per cent. in Central and West End London to the 
substantial increase of 18-8 per cent. in the Midlands and South 
Wales. Furnishing departments were 5:2 per cent. down with 
movements of less than 5 per cent. in either direction in the 
provincial districts and considerable decreases in both London 
areas. Household piece goods, which fell by 6-6 per cent. on the 
whole, also showed sharp decreases in London but increases in 
excess of 12 per cent. in the North Kast and in the Midlands and 
South Wales. 

The considerable increases noted for sports and travel goods in 
recent months continued in June in most Provincial districts. 
This category was even more influenced than others by the 
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contraction in shopping activity in Central and West End 
London, but the small sample in the Suburbs, which probably 
deals more in goods needed for evacuation, showed a rise of over 
40 per cent. The rise in fancy departments, which include 
chemists’ wares, was the fourth in successive months, though 
smaller than its predecessors. 


February-June. The first five months of the trading year 
showed an advance of 6-8 per cent. over the same period of 1943. 
The increase was fairly even in the different districts, being 
smallest in Central and West End London, 4-6 per cent., and 
largest in the North West, 8-0 per cent. Food and perishables 
rose on the average by 6-2 per cent. with a fairly narrow range, 
4°8 per cent. to 8-5 per cent., in the districts. The rise for other 
merchandise was rather sharper, 7-7 per cent., and the range of 
district movements, 3-0 per cent. to 10-3 per cent., rather wider. 
Sales in apparel categories were well above the corresponding 
1943 figures except in the case of boots and shoes, the increase 
being no less than 23-2 per cent. for men’s and boys’ wear, which 
has been stimulated by the withdrawal of austerity restrictions 
and by alterations in pointing ; the fall for boots and shoes was 
fractional. Household goods categories showed a small increase 
for hardware and a fractional one for household piece goods with 
a fall of 8-8 per cent. for furnishing departments. Among the 
remaining categories the outstanding movement was the advance 
of 13-5 per cent. for sports and travel goods. 


STOCKS f+ 

Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks. ‘The only change of any 
importance was in women’s wear, which rose from 91 in May to 
97 in June. Men’s and boys’ wear remained at the same level as 
at the end of May, and dress materials and boots and shoes 
respectively fell and rose by a single point. Stocks of dress 
materials are now lower than at any date covered by these index 
numbers. 


Comparison with a Year ago. Stocks at the end of June were 
9-4 per cent. lower in 1944 than in 1943, a smaller decrease than 
those recorded for earlier months of this trading year. It was 
pointed out last month that stocks had a downward trend in 
1943, and comparisons in May and June are therefore with less 
favourable months, and would show smaller decreases if the 
circumstances in 1944 were stable. As in both April and May 
the June decline was general, exceeding 6 per cent. in all districts 
and touching 14 per cent. in the South of England. Compared 
with June 1939 the value of stocks was up by 29 per cent., though 
their volume was, of course, very restricted. 

Stocks of food and perishables were 11-0 per cent. higher than 
a year ago. This was the third successive month to show an 
increase compared with a year ago ; the value of stocks was about 
57 per cent. above June 1939. 

Stocks of other merchandise have shown a decrease in every 
month since last August, and in June it amounted to 11-0 per 
cent. Stocks of boots and shoes were 5-5 per cent. higher than 
last year and the household section of piece goods rose by 18-0 per 
cent.—both of them very welcome rises. The only other category 
for which an increase was recorded was sports and travel goods, 
1-0 per cent. Women’s wear stocks were much below last year’s 
figure with a fall of 15-6 per cent., and there was an even heavier 
decrease for dress materials. The movement in stocks of hard- 
ware and fancy goods resembled those of earlier months, both 
categories being considerably reduced. A somewhat smaller 
contraction was shown by furnishing departments. 





* The sample does not include any shops primarily selling 
tobacco, but a number of contributors do some trade in it. 
+ 1é must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks 


particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks ¢ (Average for 1942 = 100) 




















1943 1944 
= | ne = —_— | ——-| --- - — 
May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. Jan Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June 
| | | aS See oe a . 
Oty art: Lee ae is mz os | | 
Dress materials ...| 102 | 101 | 102 | 101 | 94 | 92 | 91 | 86 | so | 87 | 88 | gs | 81 | 280 
Women’s wear eee 113 115 112 | 1i3 | 105 100 | 98 | 85 84 85 90 | 90 | 91 | 97 
Men’s and boys’ wear 111 113 117 117 113 113 | 116 101 102 94 | 94 | 96 101 101 
Boots and shoes... 78 7 | | 74 | 2; 71 | et 8i 88 | 78 | 80 | 73 | 79 
| | | | | | 
¢ At end of month, 
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The tables below are based on returns from a large number 
of wholesale textile houses, which are compiled by the Wholesale 
Textile Association in collaboration with the Bank of England. 
The first table gives index numbers relating to (1) total sales for 
home trade, and (2) the value of total stocks at the end of the 
month, based on average monthly sales or stocks in 1937 = 100. 
The second gives a comparison between sales and stocks this 
year and the corresponding figures in 1943, distinguishing the 
main categories of goods. In this table the sales cover export 
as well as home trade, but the former is relatively very small. 
In general the categories follow very closely those used in the 
retail trade statistics, but hardware is omitted because the 
reporting houses do so little trade in this type of merchandise, 
and for others (e.g. furnishings) the scope of the goods covered 
is narrower than in the corresponding retail category ; on the 
other hand, separate figures are given for gloves because of the 
importance of these in the trade of reporting houses. 

Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value 
of both sales and stocks, but the figures are not corrected for 
changes in price; as these have been substantial, particularly 
since, the outbreak of the war, the figures should not be taken 
as representing changes in the volume of goods sold or in stock. 


INDEX NUMBERS 
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LEADING FEATURES OF THIS MONTH’S FIGURES 


Sales. The home trade index fell by 21 per cent. between 
May and June, to a level equal to 89 per cent. of the average for 
the previous twelve months. In peace-time sales in June were 
always rather low, the average deficiency as compared with the 
yearly rate being 10 per cent., so that this drop may be considered 
largely seasonal. Compared with June 1943 sales are up by 
about 8 per cent. 

The analysis by categories shows that the rise compared with 
a year earlier was mainly due to an increase of 16-5 per cent. for 
women’s and children’s wear, sales of which were very low in June 
1943 because retailers were taking few coupons ; men’s and boys’ 
wear also showed a rise, but only of 3-4 per cent. 


Stocks. Stocks fell by 8-7 per cent. compared with June 1943, 
every important category showing a decline. This is the first 
month for over a year in which stocks of men’s and boys’ wear 
have not shown an increase compared with a year earlier. The 
rise for boots and shoes is encouraging, even though the reporting 
houses only do a small trade in this category. 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1943 









































Year Home Trade Sales Stocks 
1937 100 100 
1928 94 04 
1939 105 86 
1940 117 93 
194] g& 83 
1942 104 95 
1943 96 108 
| | | | 
Normal! | Normal! | 
Month j|seasonal| 1943 | 1944 /|seasonal| 1943 | 19447 
|} move- | move- | 
| ment * | ment *f | 
— a EE = mee | 
January 65 | 676 | (66 95 113. | 122 
February 80 112 | 123 107 111 116 
March 119 | 115 |) 133 106 105 103 
April 109 | 101 | 103 103 102 97 
May 106 | 98 110 99 105 95 
June 9 | si | 87 94 | 103 94 
July 67 | 69 | 101 123 
August 71 | 80 | 111 119 
September) 137 | 113 107 112 
October 138 | 109 | 101 103 
November! 122 | 110 | 95 93 
December} 106 | 78 8] | 104 








* Based on 1935 to 1928. 





¢ End of month. 




















| ae Stocks at 
| Class of Merchandise June | %@nuary to} end of 
| June June | 
Household piece-goods ... | 102-7 109-9 91-4 
Dress materials oes — 99-1 96-7 93-6 
Women’s and children’s wear 116-5 110-4 89:7 | 
Gloves ios giv me 76-2 97:8 91-6 | 
| 
Men’s and boys’ wear 103-4 103-1 95:8 | 
Boots and shoes * 101-4 106-6 120-1 | 
Furnishings 83-5 91-3 74:3 | 
Fancy departments ... 92-2 95-6 87-4 | 
Sports and travel * ... 120-5 98-7 | 104-0 | 
Miscellaneous... 100-7 104-2 60:2 
| 
Total (including some items | 
not allocated to sub-head- | 
ings) se $5 ons 108-6 106-8 91-3 

















* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these cate- 
gories, and the figures may not be representative of the trade of the 
country taken as a whole. 


Announcements 


Notz: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal oan be purchased through any booksellers, 
agents or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Cinematograph Films Council 


The term of membership of all members of the Cinematograph 
Films Council comes to an end on 20th August 1944, and it has, 
therefore, been necessary to re-establish the Council as from 
21st August. 

The President of the Board of Trade has appointed the follow- 
ing members of the new Council :— 

Independents. The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Drogheda, C.M.G. 
(Chairman) ; The Lady Apsley, M.P.; The Rt. Hon. Sir Walter 
Citrine, K.B.E. ; Professor B. Ifor Evans ; Mr. Philip Guedalla ; 
Mrs. Mary Agnes Hamilton; Mr. A. Creech Jones, M.P.; Mr. 
Albert Palache ; Professor Arnold Plant; Mr. William Quin ; 
Sir Geoffrey Shakespeare, Bart., M.P. 

Representing Makers of British Films. Sir Alexander Korda ; 
Mr. J. A. Rank. 

Representing Film Renters. 
Friedman. 

Representing Film Exhibitors. Mr. E. J. Hinge ; Commander 
A. W. Jarratt, R.N.V.R.; Sir Alexander King; Mr. C. P. 
Metcalfe. 


Major R. P. Baker; Mr. Joseph 


Representing Persons Employed by Makers of British Films. 
Mr. G. H. Elvin; Mr. T. O’Brien. 


Export by Retailers to Officers of the Army 
and R.A.F. Serving Abroad 


The Board of Trade give notice that the present arrangements 
for the supply of authorised outfits by retailers to individual 
officers of the Army and R.A.F. (including women officers and 
nursing sisters) are modified from this date, and particular 
attention is directed to the new arrangements for officers in 
France. In agreement with the War Office and the Air Ministry, 
the following arrangements will apply in future to export by 
retailers to individual officers abroad :— 

(1) Service dress uniform, caps and greatcoats (or for Colonels 
and higher ranks or officers of Household Troops, British Warms) 
may be supplied to the order of individual men or women officers 
serving abroad. Retailers may subsequently apply to the 
Board of Trade, North Gate, Prince Albert Road, London, 
N.W.8, for coupon replacement. Only uniforms may be supplied 
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under this arrangement, but in the case of Scottish regiments 
tartan trews may be sent instead of the usual drab trousers. This 
arrangement does not apply to Indian Army Officers stationed in 
India, who must obtain these articles in India. 

(2) France. Other articles of authorised outfit may be ex- 
ported to individual officers in France whose order is accompanied 
by a form countersigned by their Commanding Officer. The 
schedule on the form must have been completed to show the 
articles ordered and the number of each allowed. The forms in 
question are RH.504 (men officers), RH.505 (A.T.S. officers), 
RH.506 (Army nurses), RH.508 (W.A.A.F. officers), RH.509 
(R.A.F. nurses) and will be issued to those serving in the Western 
theatre of operations. After the despatch of the goods the 
trader may apply to the Board at the above address for coupon 
replacement, forwarding the form and evidence of despatch. 
Coupons will not in general be given for rationed goods other 
than authdrised outfit or for orders not accompanied by the 
appropriate form. 

Traders’ parcels addressed to Army Officers in France should 
be marked :— 

“c/o Military Forwarding Officer, 
105 Berth, New Docks, 


Southampton. e 


below the address given by the officer in his order. Parcels 
weighing over 15 lbs. should be sent to the Military Forwarding 
Officer by rail or carrier and not by post. Advice notes in dupli- 
cate on Army Form W.3146 (obtainable from the War Office 
(Q) (M) 18 (B) ), Room 300, Metropole Buildings, Northumber- 
land Avenue, London, W.C.2, or, if the form is unobtainable, 
advice notes on any pro forma which shows particulars of 
consignee, consignor and the weight of the parcel, should be 
despatched by post in advance of the goods to the Military 
Forwarding Officer. 

(3) Mediterranean Area. The arrangements at present in force 
will continue for the time being, but it is proposed at an early 
date to apply to orders from this theatre the same system as set 
forth in (2). A further announcement on the subject will be 
made. 

(4) In the case of orders not falling within (1), (2) or (3), the 
trader should apply to the Board at the above address before 
executing the order. He should send in his application on form 
A.T.3C together with the original order according to the normal 
procedure for exports of rationed goods by retailers. 


The Perambulators (Maximum Prices and 
Charges) (No. 2) Order 


The Board of Trade, after consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, have made the Perambulators (Maximum 
Prices and Charges) (No. 2) Order (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 903, 
price ld.), which comes into operation on 15th August 1944. 


This Order controls the charges for repairs to perambulators’ 


and amends the definition of “ maximum price” in the Per- 
ambulators (Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1944 (see 
Board of Trade Journal, 4th March 1944, page 79) to allow for the 
additional cost of express delivery when required by a trader. 

The new Order lays down the maximum charges for repairs to 
perambulators. The majority of repairs are dealt with in the 
Schedule to the Order, and these charges include all delivery 
charges except those to the retail customer. The maximum 
charge for repairs other than those set out in the Schedule is 
the actual cost of labour and material plus an amount equal to 
100 per cent. of the aggregate of these costs. As delivery charges 
in the case of the unscheduled repairs are frequently out of all 
proportion to the repair charge itself, the cost of delivery between 
manufacturer or retail-repairer and the procurer of the repairs 
is allowed to be included in the repair charge. Where a retailer 
procures a repair, whether it be a scheduled or unscheduled 
repair, the manufacturer or retail-repairer is obliged to give the 
procurer a discount of not less than 25 per cent. off the repair 
charge. 

The Order also amends Article 12 (i) (8) (definition of ‘ maxi- 
mum price”’) of the Principal Order, so that where delivery of 
new perambulators is made by express service at the request 
of a trader the difference between the cost of delivery by express 
service and that of ordinary freight service may be added to the 
manufacturer’s and wholesaler’s maximum ceiling price set out 
in column 2 of the Schedule of the Principal Order. 


Machinery, Plant and Appliances 
(Control) Order 


(1) To help the Ministry of Food to implement their programme 
for installation of machinery and plant used for handling, 
treating and distributing liquid milk and milk products (including 
those required for the conversion of liquid milk into milk 
products), (a) the Machinery, Plant and Appliances (Control) 
(No. 8) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 896), which will come 
into force on 14th August 1944, has been issued. This Order 
extends the goods controlled under the Machinery, Plant and 
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Appliances (Control) (No. 3) Order, 1942 (see Board of Trade 
Journal of 19 December 1942, page 537) by the addition of a 
new Class 96 to the Schedule and by the amendment of Class 41. 
Classes 82 and 89 are now adequately comprised in Class 96 and 
are accordingly cancelled, and (b) a General Licence (8. R. & O. 
1944 No. 897) permits the acquisition of goods of Classes 2, 8, 9, 
18, 25, 26, 27, 31, 35, 38, 41, 61, 74 and 96, for use for the purposes 
above-mentioned, provided that the approval of the Minister of 
Food has first been obtained. 

(2) A General Licence (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 898), dated 4th 
August 1944, supersedes and extends the scope of the General 
Licence S. R. & O. 1942 No. 1995 (see Board of Trade Journal of 
12th October 1942, page 455). It authorises the acquisition for 
use in canteens provided for employed persons of controlled 
goods in Classes 1, 22, 27, 28, 38, 61, 63, 67 (part only), 72 and 93 
where the approval of the Minister of Works has first been 
obtained. 

(3) The two General Licences are printed with the Order, 


price ld. 


Manufacturers’ and Wholesalers’ Stocks 
of Aluminium Hollow-ware 


In accordance with a previous announcement, the Board of 
Trade are now issuing licences to manufacturers and wholesalers 
to enable them to dispose of their small stocks of aluminium 
hollow-ware. In the case of manufacturers, these licences will 
only permit supplies—direct or through wholesalers—to hospitals 
and certain other institutions. 

After consultation with the Central Price Regulation Com- 
mittee, the Board have issued the General Hardware and Iron- 
mongery (Maximum Prices) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 907, 
price ld.), amending the General Hardware and Ironmongery 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 
30th October 1943, page 410) by fixing maximum prices for these 
stocks. The maximum price prescribed for manufacturers is their 
1st October 1940 price plus 163 per cent. Wholesalers who main- 
tain a regular selling organisation and carry substantial stocks 
of hardware and ironmongery are permitted to add, in respect of 
aluminium hollow-ware which they can establish formed part of 
their stock on 1st July 1944, a sum equal to 16% per cent. on price 
paid to the maximum price prescribed in Article 3(1) of the 
1943 Order. All other wholesale sales of aluminium hollow- 
ware remain subject to the ordinary margins for hollow-ware 
fixed by the 1943 Order. The maximum retail margin remains 
at 50 per cent. on price paid, exclusive of Purchase Tax. 

It should be noted that this Order does not in itself authorise 
manufacturers and wholesalers to supply aluminium hollow- 
ware ; before doing so, they must obtain licences from Industries 
and Manufactures Department 4, Board of ‘Trade, Neville House, 
Page Street, London, S.W.1. 


Utility Bedroom Furniture 


The Board of Trade have been able to obtain a further quantity 
of mahogany for use in the manufacture of utility furniture. 
It will be used, as before, in the production of those articles of 
bedroom furniture which are shown in the Utility Furniture 
Catalogue as being available in oak or mahogany. The price of 
the mahogany bedroom furniture will remain as shown in the 
catalogue. 

It may not be possible in present conditions for all manu- 
facturers to obtain oak and mahogany in proportions to corre- 
spond with the public demand for the two timbers. Therefore, 
before accepting orders from the public beyond the stocks which 
are already in the shop and available for sale, retailers should 
make sure that their suppliers will be able to meet the orders in 
the material desired by the customer. 

The following articles have been temporarily withdrawn from 
the utility furniture range : wardrobe, models 1B and 2 ; dressing 
chest, models 3A and 4A; and bedstead, model 6A (all sizes). 
Any outstanding orders for these models will be executed, but 
retailers should not accept further orders for them unless they 
have ascertained that manufacturers can supply from stock. 


Trading with the Enemy 
(1) CONSOLIDATED LIST 
(2) ADDITIONS TO BLACK LIST 

The Board of Trade announce that they have made two Orders : 

(1) The Trading with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amend- 
ment) (No. 9) Order 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 810, price 4s.). 
This Order consolidates for the convenience of traders all existing 
Specified Persons Orders except the forthcoming Amendment 
Order mentioned in paragraph 2 of this notice. 

(2) The Trading with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amend- 
ment) (No. 10) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944 No. 899, price 2d.). 
This is a new Order which comes into force on 9th August 1944, 
containing changes in the list of traders abroad with whom it is 
unlawful to have dealings of any kind. 
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Persons owing money to, or holding the property of, specified 
persons are reminded that they are under statutory obligation to 
report particulars to the Custodians of Enemy Property. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


There is no change to report in Statutory List “A” as 
published in Board of Trade Journal, 5th August 1944, page 290. 


List of Ship’s Stores Dealers 


INCLUSION OF A FIRM ON THIS LIST COVERS 
ALL ITS BRANCHES 
AMENDMENTS (Ist August 1944) 

The list of persons whose names were on Ist August 1944 
included in Part IIb of the List of Ship’s Stores Dealers, compiled 
by the Ministry of War Transport and kept by the Board of 
Trade for the purposes of the Consumer Rationing (Consolida- 
tion) Order 1944 {see Board of Trade Journal, 29th July, page 276) 
and the Directions made under that Order comprises the persons 
whose names were published in the Board of Trade Journal, 
20th November 1943 (pages 433 and 434), subject to the following 
changes :— 


ADDITIONS 


Messrs. Dunstan, Son & Co., 40 Southside Street, Plymouth. 

Messrs. R. E. Greig & Co., 253 High Street, Methil. 

Messrs. Harrison & Jones Ltd., 292/8 Vauxhall Road, Liverpool, 5. 

Messrs. Heaton Tabb & Co. Ltd., Adelphi Works, Cobbold Road, 
Willesden, N.W.10. 

Messrs. Hutchins & Walters Ltd., Walters Buildings, Clarence 
Road, Cardiff. 

Messrs. Hutton & Co., Queen’s Dock, Hull. 

Messrs. Iddison & Co. Ltd., 2 Carver Street, Islington, Liver- 
pooi, i 

Messrs. Shephard & Hedger, 15/17 High Street, Southampton. 

Messrs. Wylie & Lockhead Ltd., 45 Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 


DELETIONS 
Messrs. James D. Coltart & Son, 88-90 Leith Walk, 
burgh, 6. 


Edin- 


AMENDMENTS OF NAME 

Messrs. John J. Ashburner & Co. Ltd. (previously shown as 
John J. Ashburner & Co. Ltd.), 64/70 Scott Street, Barrow- 
in-Furness. 

Messrs. John Cowie & Co. Ltd. (previously shown as John Cowrie 
& Co. Ltd.), Ferry Street, South Shields. 

Messrs. A. Milburn & Co. Ltd. (previously shown as A. Milburn 
& C. Ltd.), 105 Bute Road, Cardiff. 


Beeswax 


Traders in this country may now deal with any enquiries they 
may receive from U.S.A. importers for beeswax supplies from 
any source other than Tanganyika. Supplies from Tanganyika 
are, by agreement, directed solely to U.K. and Empire countries. 
This is consequent upon the announcement by the Office of War 
Information that with the removal of beeswax from the War 
Production Board Imports Order M.63, as amended 22nd June 
1944, United States importers of this commodity are no longer 
restricted to purchasing only in certain specified territories. 

Maximum buying prices have been established by the Office 
of Price Administration for crude pure beeswax (i) imported 
from South and Central America, Mexico and the Caribbean 
Area, 38 cents per lb., and (ii) imported from Africa, 31} cents 
per lb. (f.o.b. country of origin in both cases). Prices for terri- 
tories not specifically referred to in the Maximum Prices Regula- 
tion are subject to approval by the Office of Price Administration. 


Purchase Tax 
HAIR SLIDES 


In response to enquiries the Central Price Regulation Com- 
mittee, although they are not in a position to give an authorita- 
tive ruling upon what goods are covered by maximum prices 
Orders, announce that in their view hair slides are included under 
Item 16 (a) of the Second Schedule to the General Apparel and 
Cloth (Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1944 (see Board of 
Trade Journal, 4th March 1944, page 77), under the heading 
‘“‘ haberdashery,” unless they fall within the following classes : 
(a) articles made wholly or partly of platinum, gold (including 
gold plate) or silver, or set with precious, imitation or semi- 
precious stones ; or (b) articles made wholly or partly of ivory, 
amber, jet, coral, mother-of-pearl, natural shells or tortoiseshell 
or of semi-precious stones. This view is in conformity with the 
decision concerning the liability of those goods to Purchase Tax 
announced by the Secretaries’ Office, Customs and Excise, on 
30th October 1943 (No. 113). 
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War Damage Compensation 


On Ist August the Chancellor of the Exchequer received a 
deputation, representing a number of bombed towns, on the basis 
of War Damage Compensation. Reports of this meeting which 
have appeared in the press have given rise to certain misunder. 
standings. Sir John Anderson has therefore authorised the 
following statement :— 

“The deputation suggested that damaged business premises 
did not under present arrangements receive the same treatment 
as damaged houses since houses were treated under a Treasury 
direction which enabled a cost of works payment to be made 
for all houses built after 1914, and for any house built before then 
which at the time of damage was structurally as good as new and 
was reasonably equal in design, layout and amenities to similar 
houses built after 1914. They asked for a similar direction for 
business premises. 

“Sir John Anderson explained that’ the Treasury direction 
relating to houses was issued mainly for administrative reasons 
because of the very large number of such properties, and also 
because of the strong presumption that the very great majority 
of those erected in recent times were good buildings. Business 
premises which were good buildings, i.e., which were structurally 
sound and adequately equipped by modern standards for their 
purpose and did not represent a wasteful use of the site, should 
qualify for cost of works payments under the test prescribed in 
Section 7 of the War Damage Act, 1943, and the War Damage 
Commission were satisfied, on present evidence, that the test was 
producing the intended result. The War Damage Commission 
were quite ready to consider any individual case provisionally 
classified by them as qualifying for a value payment where the 
owner had good reason to think such classification wrong. 

“The Chancellor therefore was satisfied that there was.equal 
treatment, and no need for any Treasury direction fer business 
premises.” 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal, 
5th August 1944 (page 291), the following Orders, made by the 
Ministry of Food, have been published as 8. R. & O. 1944 :— 

No. 865. The Pickles and Sauces Order, 1944, dated 20th July 
1944 (price 3d.). 

No. 870. The Potatoes (1944 Crop) (No. 1) Order, 1944, dated 
24th July 1944 (price 2d.). 

No. 875. Order, dated 25th July 1944, amending the Fish 
(Maximum Prices) Order, 1944 (price Id.). 

No. 883. General Licence, dated 28th July 1944, under the 
Fish (Supplies to Catering Establishments) Order, 1943 (price 1d.) 

No. 888. Order, dated 29th July 1944, amending the Meat 
Products, Canned Soup and Canned Meat (Control and Maximum 
Prices) Order, 1944 (price 1d.). 


Postal Notices 

PARCELS FOR PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERMANY 

The Postmaster-General announces that in view of the con- 
tinued interruption of railway communication in occupied France, 
next-of-kin and permit parcels for prisoners of war in Germany 
cannot be forwarded to their destination. As there is already an 
accumulation of parcels in this country and en route, no good 
purpose will be served by the posting of further parcels until 
conditions become more favourable, and the Postmaster-General 
therefore strongly advises the public to refrain from posting 
next-of-kin parcels or giving orders to permit holders for the 
despatch of tobacco, cigarettes, books, etc. A further announce- 
ment will be made when parcels can usefully again be sent. 


POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S TRIBUTE TO 
LONDON TELEPHONE OPERATORS 

The Postmaster-General, Captain Crookshank, M.P., in a 
recent speech to the Rotary Club of London, emphasised the 
contribution made by London telephone operators in their 
efficient performance of duty under war-time conditions. ‘ Like 
other Londoners,” said Captain Crookshank, “ they have suffered 
disturbance to their private lives ; many of them have been far 
too close to what are euphemistically described as “ incidents.” 
Nevertheless, they have responded to the cause of duty and have 
maintained a cheerful and willing disposition in facing the very 
heavy load of additional work which has always awaited them 
when they came on duty.” 

“The record of the London Trunk Exchange operators is 
typical,” continued Captain Crookshank. ‘‘ From the outbreak 
of hostilities right up to the present moment these operators have 
staffed the trunk switchboard during the danger of enemy attacks. 
All have remained handling vitally urgent traffic while ordinary 
bombs have been dropped by German planes, or while flying 
bombs have been overhead. Girls as well as the men have shown 
a complete disregard of their personal safety so that the long- 
distance service should not be interrupted. For five years these 
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operators have “ held the fort” and in that period have handled 
150 million trunk calls connecting every part of the huge war 
effort in Great Britain and Northern Ireland. By day and by 
night the switchboards have never been unattended for an 
instant.” 


British Standard Specifications 
DIAMOND DIES FOR WIRE DRAWING 


The Technical Committee of the Diamond Die and Tool 
Control of the Ministry of Supply has been engaged in the 
preparation of standard specifications for non-reinforced and 
reinforced diamond dies for wire drawing, and in collaboration 
with the British Standards Institution the first of these specifica- 
tions, for non-reinforced dies, has recently been issued as War 
Emergency British Standard No. 1168. 

The specification relates to dies with bores up to 0-06 inch 
diameter. It defines the quality of the stone and the appropriate 
minimum wall thicknesses and minimum weights for various 
bores. The finish of the hole and its dimensional accuracy are 
prescribed and notes are included on methods of examining and 
measuring dies. The essential dimensions of the die case are 
specified together with a marking system indicating the size of 
the die and the material for which the die is suitable. An 
appendix to the specification gives detailed diagrams of typical 
profiles of die bores for drawing copper, bronze, resistance steel 
and tungsten wires. 

Copies of this British Standard, No. 1168, may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, price 2s. post free. 


Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


Australia 

RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM STERLING AREAS 

With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal of 15th July 1944, page 259, H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Sydney has forwarded a copy of a Licen- 
sing Instruction which contains information that goods of a 
class made subject to control of importation as from Ist July 
1944 which were not previously subject to the regulations and 


were in transit from sterling countries prior to that date, are 


excepted from the provisions of the regulations. 

A condition of exception of these goods from the regulations 
is that they be imported not later than 3lst October 1944 and 
that upon importation authorisation is given to the importer 
that the goods are excepted from the provisions of the regulations. 

The issue of import licences for goods on order of a class not 
previously subject to the regulations, but to be dealt with 
administratively as from Ist July, will be considered indi- 
vidually. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner also reports that imports of cutlery 
falling under Tariff Item 197, except safety razor blades, are now 
subject to administrative control. Imports were formerly allowed 
on a 50 per cent. quota basis. 


New Zealand 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS 
Particulars are given below of some further decisions of the 
New Zealand Customs Department regarding the classification 
of various articles under the New Zealand Tariff :— 





Classified Rate of 
under Duty 
Goods Tariff under the 
Item No. British 
Prefer- 
ential 
Tariff 





Apparel, clothing, and hosiery, viz. :— 

Belts, leather, with pockets for carrying tools (used by electric 
linesmen) a ei - 136 (3) 20% 

Electrical machinery, appliances, and materials, viz. :— 

Surgery, electrical appliances peculiar to, viz. :— 

Lamps, ete., viz. :— 

Infra-red ray lamps including heating elements with Edison 
screw specially designed therefor, even if imported separately 

338 (4) Free 
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Turkey 
IMPORT REGULATIONS 


With reference to previous notices under the above heading 
in Board of Trade Journal, the Commercial Counsellor to H.M. 
Embassy in Ankara has forwarded a copy of decree No. 3/821, 
published on 3lst May 1944, prohibiting the import into Turkey 
of weights and measures not conforming with the metric system. 
The import ban is also extended to types of gas, water, electricity 
and taximetres not approved of by the Ministry of Commerce 
and for which the Ministry’s import licence has not been obtained. 





Trade and Industry 


Argentina 
WOOL EXPORTS 


The Ministry of Agriculture recently announced that in the 
eight months from Ist October 1943 (the beginning of the wool 
season) until 3lst May 1944, exports of wool from Argentina were 
88,432 metric tons as compared with 64,957 tons in the like 
period of the previous season. The increase this season was 
mainly in exports of coarse wool, which rose by 35,297 tons, 
partly compensated by a drop of 11,000 tons in fine crossbred. 


Brazil 
COASTWISE TRADE IN 1943 


Official statistics show that the total volume of goods shipped 
coastwise in 1943 declined to 2,857,530 tons (from 3,049,161 tons 
for 1942), but the total value was higher at Cr. $7,340 million 
(Cr. $6,641 million) and compared favourably with the cor- 
responding value of Cr. $4,528 million recorded for 1939. The 
value of the chief products exported coastwise in 1943 was as 
follows, with the comparable figures for 1942 added in paren- 
thesis, where available :—cotton piece goods, Cr. $853 million 
(Cr. $736 million) ; sugar, Cr. $484 million (Cr. $384 million) ; 
machinery and apparatus, Cr. $239 million (Cr. $233 million) ; 
pharmaceutical products, Cr. $237 million (Cr. $192 million) ; 
jerked beef, Cr. $211 million (Cr. $171 million) ; raw cotton, 
Cr. $194 million; rubber, Cr. $193 million; skins and hides, 
Cr. $167 million ; petrol, Cr. $164 million; wheat flour, Cr. $132 
million; rice, Cr. $130 million; chemical products, Cr. $125 
million ; pinewood, Cr. $125 million ; containers and merchan- 
dise, Cr. $114 million ; manufactures of iron and steel, Cr. $112 
million ; coffee, Cr. $106 million ; and lard, Cr. $106 million. 

It is reported that more shipping is to be made available for 
transporting produce from South Brazil to northern ports, also 
that arrangements have been concluded for the return of the 
remaining ships which the Brazilian Government leased to the 
United States at the height of the submarine campaign in 1942, 
Of the thirteen ships referred to, three have been lost. 


TEXTILE MACHINERY AND PARTS 
Imports into Brazil of textile machinery and equipment, looms 
and accessories for textile machinery over the past six years 
compare as follows :— 




















Machinery and 

Year | Equipment | Looms Accessories 

Cr. $000 Cr. $7000 Cr. $000 
1938 78,720 8,415 28,111 
1939 | 43,877 4,111 23,224 
1940 | 34,301 2,143 21,281 
1941 26,552 2,379 16,367 
1942 | 25,502 1,819 23,993 
1943 | 3,917 — 37,120 





The principal suppliers in 1943 of machinery and equipment 
were Great Britain with 55 per cent. of the total value imported 
(against 42 per cent. for aggregate imports of this class for the 
ten year period (1933 to 1942) ; Switzerland, 28 per cent. (6 per 
cent.) ; the United States, 11 per cent. (15); Argentina, 6 per 
cent.; while imports of accessories for textile machinery in 
1943 were supplied mainly by Great Britain with 66 per cent. ; 
the United States, 26 per cent. and Portugal, 7 per cent. 
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COFFEE STOCKS 


The volume of coffee stocks remaining at the end of the current 
season (30th June 1944) has been estimated at 4,868,467 bags, or 
only slightly Jess than the carry-forward in normal times. This 
estimate is arrived at as follows :—total available supplies during 
the 1943-44 season, 18,868,994 bags (consisting of private stocks 
from previous crop, 7,888,619 bags and estimated loadings, 
10,980,375 bags); total estimated exports (including coastwise 
shipments between Ist July 1943 and 30th June 1944), 14,000,527 
bags; carry-forward to 1944-45 season, 4,868,467 bags. 

The same source estimated that, based on probable supplies 
of 16,248,467 bags during the 1944-45 season, consisting of a 
carry-forward of 4,868,467 bags, stocks in planters’ hands of 
1,800,000 bags and a total estimated crop for 1944—45 of 9,580,000 
bags (of which the Paulista crop represents 4,700,000 bags) and 
a possible export movement of 11 million bags, the stock left 
over at the end of next season (30th June 1945) may be around 
5,248,467 bags. 


PRODUCTION AND EXPORT OF TYRES 

According to the local press it is estimated that the production 
of rubber tyres in Brazil in 1944 should amount to 500,000 units, 
the bulk being manufactured by factories in the State of Sao 
Paulo and that local consumption may be placed at between 
300,000' and 350,000 units, thus leaving a surplus of 150,000 
and 200,000 units for export. 

Exports abroad of tyres from Brazil during the first quarter 
of 1944 totalled 29,945 units, of which 6,840 units went to the 
United States and those of inner tubes 21,167 units (5,485). An 
export quota of 29,531 tyres and 21,350 inner tubes was fixed 
for the second quarter of 1944. 


British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 15th July. Standing crops are fair. 

Bihar, 24th July. Standing crops are good. 

Orissa, 24th July. Standing crops including Biali paddy, jute, 
sugarcane and groundnut are thriving. 

Punjab, 24th July. Standing crops are unchanged. 

Sind, 29th July. Boll formation in cotton crops is reported. 
Rice is good. 

Bombay, 29th July. Sowing and transplanting is nearing 
completion except in Gujerat. 

3engal, 26th July. Standing 
is progressing. 

United Provinces, 15th July. Extra crops are being harvested 
in a few districts. Standing crops are satisfactory. 

Central Provinces and Berar, 21st July. The sowing of khariff 
has been completed. Standing crops are good. 


crops are favourable and jute 


El Salvador 


1943-44 COFFEE CROP 

According to the “ Fortnightly Review,” published by the 
Bank of London and South America Limited, London, practically 
all the 1943-44 coffee crop has been sold, with the exception of 
some unwashed coffees being held for the European market, but 
because of shipping shortages some 80,000 bags of washed coffee 
still remain to be despatched to the United States market. No 
forward transactions in the new crop have yet taken place, the 
belief being held in some quarters that prices may increase 
towards the end of the year. 


United States of America 
PULPWOOD, WOOD-PULP AND WASTE PAPER 


Receipts of pulpwood, including imports, at United States 
mills in 1943 amounted to 14,817,000 cords as compared with 
16,712,000 cords in the previous year states ‘“ Commercial 
Intelligence Journal,” issued by the Department of Trade and 
Commerce, Ontario. For the same period, total consumption 
was 15,171,000 cords as against 16,847,000 cords in 1942. Part 
of the deficiency between production and consumption has been 
met by withdrawals from inventory. Inventories at the close of 
1943 totalled 2,833,000 cords, 16 per cent. below the 1942 figure 
of 3,376,000 cords. It is expected that 1944 receipts of pulp- 
wood will be about 10 per cent. below the 1943 figure, or con- 
siderably below the requirements. Further withdrawals from 
inventories will be necessary to help make up the shortage in 
receipts. 


WOOD-PULP 


The wood-pulp supply situation is closely related to that of 
pulpwood. Production and imports for 1943 totalled 10,799,000 
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tons as compared with 11,964,000 tons in 1942, a decrease of 
9-7 per cent. Consumption of wood-pulp amounted to 11,053,000 
tons as against 11,314,000 tons in 1942, a decline of 2-3 per cent, 
Inventories at the close of 1943 totalled 427,000 tons as com. 
pared with 872,000 tons at the end of 1942, a reduction of about 
51 per cent. Estimated consumption for the first half of 1944 
was 5,168,000 tons for an annual rate of 10,336,000 tons. 


12th August 1944 


WASTE PAPER 


Waste materials—waste paper, rags, and other waste fibres— 
accounted for 42 per cent. of the total consumption of fibrous 
materials, including wood-pulp, in the production of paper and 
paperboard in 1943. Therefore the amount of the probable 
decline in the production of paper and paperboard in the second 
half of 1944 from the figure for the first half will depend to a 
certain extent on the available supplies of waste paper. 

Receipts of waste paper in 1943 amounted to 6,065,000 tons 
as compared with 6,043,000 tons in the previous year. On the 
other hand, consumption of waste paper totalled 6,368,000 tons 
as against 5,495,000 tons in 1942, an increase of 15 per cent. 
As in the case of pulp-wood and wood-pulp, inventories of waste 
materials declined throughout the past year to 249,000 tons 
from 543,000 tons at the close of 1942. 

In order to relieve the shortage of fibre, the Salvage Division 
of the War Production Board has set a waste paper salvage 
objective for 1944 of 8 million tons, about 32 per cent. higher 
than the 1943 receipts. On this basis, waste paper requirements 
for the year will be approximately 6,650,000 tons, or 554,000 
tons per month. This will mean a reclamation of 66 per cent. 
of the available recoverable supply of waste paper in the United 
States. The problem is accentuated by the fact that wartime 
uses of paper result in much destruction and consequent reduc- 
tion of the salvageable total. In addition much of the war 
purpose papers and containers are exported in the form of 
packaging goods and will not be redeemable. ‘The restriction on 
newsprint and magazine consumption will also have some effect 
on the over-all salvage situation. As a result of the above 
factors, there will be a lower percentage of paper available for 
salvage in 1944 than in the past two to three years. 





Statutory Notice 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 OF THE ACTS 
** Licences of Right” 

The following Patents were indorsed ‘“‘ Licences of Right” 

on 2nd August 1944 :— 





No. 
of Grantee Subject matter 
Patent 
364797 |) {| Plug and socket connectors for 
| : q : electric circuits. 
409529 pAroana, ¢ -L& anr. 4 Plug and socket connectors for 
J { electric circuits. 
502405 | Langley, T. W. ... | Rotary pumps, fluid motors and 
the like. 
540864 | Langley, T. W., & anr. | Self-locking nuts. 
537535 | American Can Co. Method of stabilising the colour 


of vegetables during canning 
and storage. 








The Patent Office. M. F. Linptey, 


Comptroller-General. 


EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, 8.W.1 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 288). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). : 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
therein have received official approval, 
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